00046 


1958/05/23 



May 23, 1958 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Mr. President: 


I am taking the occasion of Ambassador Dur brow's return to 
Saigon to send this direct message to you. 

Your friendly visit to the United States about a year ago con- 
tinues to stand out vividly in my mind. The opportunity which 
we had to discuss the Communist problem confronting the free 
world, the political and military progress of Viet-Nam since 
1954, and the relations between our two countries was invaluable. 


Since that time, I have observed with much interest the visits 
that you have made to Thailand, Australia, Korea, India, and 
the Philippines. It is clear that by these visits you have in- 
creased the prestige and understanding of your Government 
abroad. The visits have also given you the opportunity to 
demonstrate to leaders of these countries that a new member 
of the family Of free nations can overcome almost insurmount- 
able Obstacles to preserve its sovereignty and independence. 

I have also been highly impressed by your Government's declara- 
tion Of April 26, 1958, on the reunification of Viet-Nam. It lays 
bare the propaganda nature of the proposals of the Communist 
regime in Hanoi. The positive suggestions put forth in yOur 
Government's declaration place the burden on the Communists 
to create conditions which will enable the peaceful reunification 
Of your country. 


May I extend to you my warmest personal greetings and my best 
wishes for your continued success in the development of 
Viet-Nam in the free world. 

Sincerely, 

Dwight p. Eisenhower 



His Excellency 

Ngo Dinh Diem, 

President of the Republic of Viet-Nam. 



